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DETAILED ACTION 
Remarks 

1 . In response to Request for Reconsideration filed on November- 1 5-2005, claims 1-20 are 
presently pending in the application. 

2. The Amended abstract and specification received on June 16, 2004 is entered and 
acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-6 and 10-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Cluts 
(U.S. Patent No. 5,616,876). 

Cluts discloses: 

As to claims 1 and 11, . 

an AV information accumulating device for accumulating AV (Audio Visual) 
information, which include any one of audio information, video information and data 
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information associated with at least any one of the audio information and the video information; 
See 4:36-67; 

a characteristic information accumulating device for accumulating characteristic 
information, which defines said accumulated AV information, for said each AV information; See 
11:32-47; 

an inputting device for inputting search characteristic information defining said 
accumulated AV information required to be searched; See 11:34-67; 12:55-67; 

an example inputting device for inputting example information to illustrate said AV 
information having a characteristic indicated by the search characteristic information when said 
inputted search characteristic information is not included in said accumulated characteristic 
information; See 11:61-67; 14:1-27; 

an extracting device for extracting example characteristic information being said 
characteristic information, which defines said inputted example information, from said example 
information; See 14: 28-67; and 

an outputting device for searching said AV information associated with said extracted 
example characteristic information in said AV accumulating device and outputting said searched 
AV information to an exterior as said AV information associated with said search characteristic 
information; See 14:27-67. 

As to claims 2 and 12, 

a corresponding information accumulating device for forming a corresponding 
information, which associates said extracted example characteristic information to said inputted 
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search characteristic information and storing said formed corresponding information; See 16:40- 
67; and 

a search device for searching said example characteristic information from said 
characteristic information accumulating device on the basis of said accumulated corresponding 
information when said search characteristic information is inputted again after said 
corresponding information is accumulated in said corresponding information accumulating 
device; See 16:40-67; 

wherein said outputting device searches said AV information associated with said 
searched example characteristic information from said AV accumulating device when said 
search characteristic information is inputted again and said outputting device outputs said 
searched AV information to an exterior as said AV information associated with said search 
characteristic information; See 16:40-67. 

As to claims 3 and 13, 

wherein said example inputting device is used for inputting said different and plural 
example information and said extracting device extracts said example characteristic information, 
which is common among said inputted plural example information, from each of said example 
information.; See 16:40-67 

As to claims 4 and 14, 

wherein said example inputting device is used for inputting said different and plural 
example information and said extracting device extracts said example characteristic information, 
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which is common among said inputted plural example information, from each of said example 
information; See 16:40-67. 

As to claims 5 and 15, 

wherein said outputting device outputs said AV information associated with said 
extracted example characteristic information to an exterior as said AV information associated 
with said search characteristic information by using at least any one of a sound and an image; 
See 4:50-64. 

As to claims 6 and 16, 

wherein said outputting device outputs said AV information associated with said 
extracted example characteristic information to an exterior as said AV information associated 
with said search characteristic information by using at least any one of a sound and an image; 
See 4:50-64. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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6. Claims 7-9 and 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Cluts (U.S. Patent No. 5,616,876). 

Cluts discloses the claimed invention except for wherein said inputting device comprises 
a voice/example receiving device for receiving input of said search characteristic information by 
voice. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide wherein said inputting device comprises a voice/example 
receiving device for receiving input of said search characteristic information by voice since it 
was known in the art that using a voice with a speech to text translator would enable a user to 
convert his voice to be used as input to activate a computer to perform a common function such 
as searching for data that would allow the user the freedom of not having to use a keyboard to 
enter information into the computer for a response. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed on November 1 5, 2005 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

In response to applicant's argument that "Chits' s features do not teach or suggest or meet 
the extracting device of the claimed invention" is fully considered but not persuasive. 

Cluts explicitly teaches in column 20, lines 12-20 that the style EQ feature allows the 
subscriber to alter the mix of the songs that are played from the playlist by adjusting one or more 
of the indicators. Thus, if the subscriber does not care for one of the styles in the playlist, the 
subscriber can decrease the amount of that style that is played. Similarly, the subscriber can 
boost the styles of music that he or she enjoys, which acts as a filter and does not alter the actual 
content of the playlist. 



Application/Control Number: 09/817,245 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2165 

The Examiner interprets the adjusting an indicator as a inputted example information of 
the playlist which is interpreted to be the example information. "Extracting" is interpreted to be 
"filtering". Therefore, the above paragraph from Cults teaches by changing (i.e. input) styles (i.e. 
characteristics information) of a playlist (i.e. deemed to include example information) using a 
filter (i.e. extracting) broadly read on the argued limitaion. 

In response to applicant's argument that " Guts ' s features do not teach or suggest or meet 
the example inputting device of the claimed invention which operates differently in that when 
inputted search characteristics information is not included in the accumulated characteristic 
information" is fully considered but not persuasive. 

Applicant agrees in the response on page 3, lines 4-6 that "more like function of Cults is 
utilized for identifying additional music that is similar to the user's current selection (Cults col. 
4, lines 49-51); which is precisely indicating to the Examiner that there's no additional input 
performed by the user for receiving additional similar "example" content. Cults in column 21, 
lines 26-42, teaches that the system (i.e. server) defines, maintains, and provides the "more like" 
feature content implying that no added input is needed by the user. Therefore, reads on the 
argued limitaion. 

In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain features of 
applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies (i.e., example 
inputting device operates on the premise that a selection by the user has not been successfully 
completed) are not recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted in light 
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of the specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van 
Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). The applicant contends in the 
response on page 3 that the example inputting device of the claimed invention operates 
differently as shown in the disclosure which is not found in the claims. 

In response to applicant's argument on page 4 that " Guts ' s features do not teach or 
suggest or meet the example inputting device of the claimed invention which operates differently 
in that the user determines the example information" 

Firstly, no where in the independent claim does the user perform the input. Secondly, the 
entire disclosure of Cults teaches a user inputting information ( Cults col. 3, line 7). Thirdly, the 
type of information (i.e. example or not) inputted is not given patentable weight; information is 
merely data which can defined as anything and everything. Cults col. 3, lines 10-16, teaches the 
system providing a list of proposed new programming in response to a second input signal which 
is read on "example information". 

Furthermore, the Applicant agrees in the response on page 4, lines 1-3 that "Cults 
example information is predetermined in advance"; which is precisely as the claim language 
since the characteristics are first indicated by the search characteristic information previously 
inputted as disclosed in the proceeding limitaion of the Independent claims. Therefore, reads on 
the argued limitaion. 



Conclusion 
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8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Neveen Abel-Jalil whose telephone number is 571-272-4074. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM-5: 30PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey A. GafFin can be reached on 571-272-4146. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Neveen Abel-Jalil 
January 12, 2006 




